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 MEDIA RELEASE
URBAN MOVES FORWARD
Birmingham-based strategic communications consultancy Urban Communications has been appointed by Birmingham Forward and Birmingham Future. Urban, which gained the account following a four-way pitch, started on 1st July 2006 and will be in position for at least a year. 
The Consultancy will provide public and media relations services to Birmingham Forward as well as providing the lobbying organisation with strategic communications and campaign support.  Birmingham Forward is the not-for-profit group representing the professional and financial services sector.  It has more than 250 member firms, collectively employing more than 80,000 staff. Birmingham Future is the partner organisation which represents the 21-35-year-old professionals drawn predominantly from Birmingham Forward member firms. 

In a separate competitive tender, Urban has also been appointed by Birmingham Future to provide PR, marketing services and event management for future>pro, a new graduate retention initiative funded by Advantage West Midlands. Urban will be responsible for delivering three events across the region featuring workshops, skills development sessions and opportunities for students and recent graduates to meet prospective employers in the professional and financial services sector. 
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Last year, Urban handled PR and marketing for Birmingham Future’s Graduate Fair and recently helped to create its Graduate Apprentice scheme. Through Apprentice, local graduate Darvinder Kang has now started a placement at Deloitte which will be followed by periods at NHS Finance and digital agency 3Form. 

Commenting on the account gains, Urban Managing Director Kevin Johnson said: “We are delighted to have won such a high profile and prestigious account as Birmingham Forward. They represent a growing sector of business in this city and we are excited about helping them deliver to and grow their membership; promote a diverse range of events and develop campaigns over the next year. Among our priorities will be to achieve greater national and international profile for the professional sector in Birmingham; to take advantage of digital communications potential and ensure the sector’s voice is heard on issues like transport and infrastructure, education and skills as well as rolling out the next phase of Advised in Birmingham. 
Richard Brennan, chief executive of Birmingham Forward commented: “We are delighted to have signed up Urban as the PR partners for Birmingham Forward and Birmingham Future. Their combination of local expertise and both national and international knowledge make them the ideal organisation to help develop the message that Advised in Birmingham really means what it says – expert, cost effective advice available in one accessible location. I am looking forward to working with Kevin and Tim over the coming months and years.
The win comes during the month that also saw Urban appointed by the West Midlands Metropolitan Councils to research and report on options for the name of ‘Our City Region.’ Urban, now in its second year of trading, has been re-appointed by several of its longest standing clients including the Creative Birmingham Partnership Board, chartered surveyors and planners Harris Lamb, AV specialist Presentation Service providers (PSP) and the University of Warwick. The Consultancy was behind Warwick’s recent Intellectual Capital campaign as part of its work to raise the profile of the university across Birmingham and the region. Urban has also recently undertaken projects for BBC English Regions and for the Queen Elizabeth Hospital based charity Cure Leukemia.

Commenting on a year of growth for Urban, client services director Tim Rudman said: “It is always fantastic to win new business, but it is perhaps an even greater challenge to be retained by existing clients. It proves they are receiving a high standard of advice and are seeing results.”
- ends -

For further information please contact:

Tim Rudman 
T: 0121 237 6016

M: 07976 403 546

E: tim@urbancomms.com 

Notes to Editors: 

1.
More information can be found at: www.urbancomms.com.

2.
Urban started trading in September 2004. Managing Director Kevin Johnson was previously Director, Regional Affairs for ITV Central. Kevin is the current chairman of the Marketing Society in the Midlands. Client Services Director Tim Rudman was previously Head of Marketing and Events at BRMB Radio and was launch consultant to Kerrang!105.2 . Both are Honorary Vice Presidents of the Publicity Association of Central England (PACE). 

3.
Pictures of the Birmingham Forward and Birmingham Future appointment are appended to this release. 
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